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life which is so noticeable in his works, he was, like all great artists, a 
close and faithful student of Nature. And yet the abiding impression 
they leave upon the mind is a sad one. He, more than most, 

" Saw all things 
Beneath him, and had learned this book of man 
Full of the notes of frailty, and compared 
The best of glory with her sufferings : 
Knowing the heart of man is set to be 
The centre of this world, about the which 
These revolutions of disturbances 
Still roll, where all the aspects of misery 
Predominate, whose strong effects are such 
As he must bear, being powerless to redress." 

This now " sacred and happy spirit " was cruelly misunderstood among 
men. There were those who would have taken him away from his 
proper and peculiar sphere, in which he has done more for the true 
fame of his country than any other man, and made him a politician and 
reformer. Even the faithfulness of his friendships was turned into a 
reproach. Him in whom New England was embodied as never before, 
making a part of every fibre of his soul, we heard charged with want of 
patriotism. There were certain things and certain men with whom his 
essentially aristocratic nature could not sympathize, but he was Ameri- 
can to the core. Just after Bull Run he wrote to a friend : " If the event 
of this day have left the people of the North in the same grim and 
bloody mood in which it has left me, it will be a costly victory to the 
South." But it is unworthy of this noble man to defend him from im- 
putations which never touched him. As the years go by, his country- 
men will grow more and more proud of him, more and more satisfied 
that it is, after all, something considerable to be only a genius. 



17. — No Love Lost. A Romance of Travel. By W. D. Howells, 
Author of "Venetian Life," etc. New York: G. P. Putnam & 
Son. 1869. Small 4to. pp. 58. 

We have more than once had occasion to say how highly we valued 
the qualities of Mr. Howells as a writer of prose. Of all our writers, he 
and Mr. Curtis most have that pleasant gift of being easy without being 
inelegant which is the immortal charm of Goldsmith. That we should 
all be born with the right to be natural, and all part with it so early for 
one mess of pottage or other ! There are but two beatitudes in litera- 
ture, — the having something to say, and knowing how it should be said. 
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That knowing old master, whose distillation of the flower of Greek 
culture has given color and flavor to all modern criticism, tells us 

"Non satis pulchra esse pofimata; dulcia sunto, 
Et quocunque volent animum auditoris agunto." 

It is odd that he should not only have alliterated, but rhymed his coup- 
let, as if to make the sound answer to the sense ; though we confess 
that to our barbarian ear the meaning is better than the music. The 
awful question hovers on our lips, Would the Latins have rhymed, if 
they could ? The ghosts of departed pedants shriek faintly (rcTTiyeva-iv 
loiKores) and tear their honored wings as we utter it. However it may 
have been, Mr. Howells has chosen to yield his privilege as a modern, 
and to write his poem in unrhymed hexameters. But he obeys the 
Horatian precept in being always entertaining. This secret, commonly 
one of the last an author attains to, Mr. Howells seems indeed to have 
learned without the usual apprenticeship, by one of those private ar- 
rangements which the Muse connives at in her favorites. And let no 
one think, it such a simple affair either. It is a segreto a voces, to be 
sure, that 1s cried aloud at the corners of the streets by a certain lady, 
who gets no more heed than an oyster-wench. But for all that, only 
the elect find it out. No, it is easy to be wise, heavy, instructive, ob- 
scure, profound, moral, eloquent, and whatever one should not be in the 
literature of entertainment, but it is wonderfully hard to be light and 
agreeable. It is like the tone of good society. Without it, a man may 
have all the cardinal virtues, but they are nothing to the purpose. 
When we say, then, that Mr. Howells interests and amuses us, we 
mean to pay him a very high compliment indeed. The poem before 
us is one that refined people will like to read. It is graceful, fluent, 
gleaming with that pleasant humor natural to Mr. Howells, and rises 
once or twice to a fervor as near passion as is in keeping with the 
lower tone of narrative poetry. In short, it is all it pretends to be, 
which is as much as to say that it is artistic, — a great merit in these 
days. 



18. — Lecture on the Uses of the Study of History. Printed for the 
Class Committee. Cambridge. 1868. 8vo. pp. 32. 

We feel almost as if we were committing an indiscretion in noticing 
at all a pamphlet printed as manuscript. But we have been so much 
struck both with the matter and the tone of this lecture as to be tempted 
into thus publicly saying how desirable we think it that a larger circle 
should share in the pleasure and instruction we have ourselves enjoyed. 



